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Laarni Carmelia Odsey
Carmelia possesses a Development
Communications degree from University of the
Philippines and hands-on experience in
English teaching and tutorial for various
levels of learners. She believes that having
good conversations is one of the best things

about being human.
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[Tt is very difficult to find a good teacher. When I started working,
I had chances to have small group English lessons with various English
teachers. I then felt that they were just killing time having random
conversations. They would not have any other way if they taught
English only because they are just English native speakers. (Please
suppose that you teach Japanese to foreign people.)

It might be important to speak English without too much concern for
mistakes. However, your English would not be improved without effort
to correct mistakes. What would happen then if your English teacher
pointed out your mistakes immediately each time after you make them?
You would not be able to continue a conversation.

Carmelia types my mistakes while she is having a conversation with
me, and she gives me chances to see what is wrong with my comments
by showing me my sentences with mistakes at the end of a lesson.
Moreover, she sends me these sentences and corrected ones with
additional comments by e-mail later. Below is an example.

”1 have a sick.”

-> I have a sickness.
-> I am sick.

-> I have an illness.
-> 1 am ill.

(NOTE: Most people interchange sickness and illness, so using
either of the two is fine but some people, especially medical
experts, say that sickness refers to a damage to the body
while illness refers to an emotional or mental reaction to a
sickness.)

It would be impossible to find an English teacher like her even
if you searched all over Japan. It is not because there is no
English teacher who goes that far but because there is no English
teacher who is able to go that far. | GEmicAAxXHY)
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